DISCIPLESHIP AND GURUSHIP

manifestations of His creatorship. The law of evolution
in this world is really an expression of this Guru-aspect of
the Divine nature. The process of evolution is essentially
a process of progressive emancipation of the finite spirits
from the bondage of matter and darkness of ignorance.
In the inorganic Nature the essential character of the spirits
is so completely veiled that their very existence therein
remains incognizable. In course of evolution they are
endowed with organic bodies, in which they can assert
themselves as the life-power capable of organising all the
materials of their bodies, attaining partial mastery over
them, and regulating all their functions for serving some
central purpose.   The organic bodies are gradually
developed into sentient bodies, which are far more
transparent for the play of the spirits and in which the
spirits exhibit themselves in and through the processes of
consciousness. In the human bodies the spirits are by
nature considerably emancipated from the bondage of
matter. The attributes of self-consciousness, self-determina-
tion and self-enjoyment which are inherent in the essential
nature of the spirits, are manifested, though imperfectly,
at this stage of evolution. Here they know and act by the
free exercise of reason and exert control over the physical,
vital and mental functions.  Henceforward the law of
evolution operates through the development of rationality,
through the progressive liberation of the spirits' powers of
self-consciousness, self-determination and self-en j oyment.
At this stage the spirits have to realise their divine
possibilities, not through the operations of Natural Laws,
but through voluntary obedience to Moral and Spiritual
Laws, and the gradual enlightenment of their thoughts,
feelings, wills and activities. -The aspirations for becoming
great arid good and beautiful, the yearnings for getting rid
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